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at Hollymount his reinforcing General Lake, who was, I thought, rather risked by being so near the enemy. I again urged it at Ballyhaunis, and he agreed to it.
At daylight on the 6th I left the army under Lord Cornwallis and marched with the two battalions of Light Infantry, looth Regiment, and British Artillery, about 2200 men, to Tobercurry. On the road I received a letter from General Lake, dated Tobercurry, 3 A.M., saying that he was about to march towards Collooney and watch the enemy. I sent to tell him that I should follow him as fast as I could, but as my men had had long marches for the two previous days, I doubted our being able to reach farther that day than Tobercurry, which was nineteen Irish miles. I moved from Tobercurry on the 7th at daylight. On the road I received a letter from General Lake, dated Ballintogher, 5 P.M. the preceding evening, stating that the enemy had left Drumahaire that morning at eleven on the road to Manor Hamilton; they had thrown five English 6-pounders and one tumbril over the bridge at Drumahaire, and had left three more and one tumbril on the road; that he would follow them towards Manor Hamilton in the morning; and that Colonel Crauford was following them close with the cavalry and would ascertain their route. His orders to me were to follow him as fast as I could without harassing my men too much. I received another letter soon afterwards from General Lake, dated three o'clock in the morning of the 7th, that the enemy had, after leaving Drumahaire, turned to Drumkeera. It was now evident that they were pushing on for Balintra on the Shannon. I continued my march after General Lake, meaning to encamp that night at Ballintogher or Drumahaire ; but after passing Collooney, an express from Lord Cornwallis overtook me with a letter from the Adjutant-General, ordering me, in consequence of the information from General Lake that the French were moving towards Boyle or Carrick-on-Shannon, to direct my march towards his Lordship's at the latter place. I sent an express to inform General Lake of this change, and VOL. i                                                                x